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Bhandal never imagined

herself juggling a career

as a novelist with her

responsibilities as a
mother-of-two.

But after searching and failing
to find books suitable for her
four-year-old daughter, Roma,
she was inspired to put pen to
paper.

The result is Starlet Rivalry, the
first in an original four-book series
of Bollywood fiction. Puneet, from
Hilingdon, says: “| realised there
was 2 gap in the market when the
only books | could find for Roma
seemed 1o revolve around school
giris or princesses — there was
nothing refiected the glamour,
fashion and entertainment of
Bollywood. | started by writing a
1,000 word picture book, which |
sent to at least 10 publishers, and
| was amazed when they all gave

Spring 2009

ORMER journalist Puneet

really positive feedback.

“But while they loved the
concept, they suggested that it
wasn’t quite right for children as
young as Roma, so | decided to
expand my ideas and put
together a 32,000-word novel,
aimed at older school children
and teenagers.”

Puneet, who grew up in
Southall, became immersed in
Hindi culture from a young age,
developing a fascination with
books about colonial India written
by author Ruth Prawer Tab Hvala.

And while working as
entertainment editor for Asian
newspaper, Eastern Eye, mingling
with Bollywood celebrities was all
part of a day’s work for Puneet,
giving her an insight into the
drama and decadence of the
industry. She says this is reflected
in the book: Starlet Rivalry is all
about the highs and lows of the

her best to overshadow Bela, she
would never do the same — even
though she may have had the
opportunity.”

But Puneet, who is also mother
to Arjun, two, stresses that the
Bollywood series is not just for
Asian readers: “| have been
careful not to include any
language or terms that would

Puneet is now writing the
second book, which is due to be
released in July, and is working
on the plots and chapters for the
final two instalments in the series,
which will arrive in bookshops at
Christmas and summer 2010
respectively.

Visit www.puneetbhandal.com
for more.
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